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In 1933 Masonry in the Bluegrass became the third book published about 
the history of Freemasonry in Kentucky. The first was Rob Morris’s 
History of Freemasonry in 1859. Although mostly about the history of one 
lodge, the second book was J.W. Norwood’s, A Concise History of 
Lexington Lodge No. 1, 1788-1913. A fourth book, published nearly fifty 
years after Coleman’s work, was Charles Snow Guthrie’s, The History of 
the Grand Lodge and the Men who Made It, released in 1981.  

While Morris’s compilation required more than 500 pages and chronicled 
his research about the origins of Freemasonry and appendant bodies, the 
work was largely a summary of the first 59 years of the Grand Lodge of 
Kentucky Proceedings accompanied by Morris’s editorializing. Regardless, 
Morris captured and centralized invaluable information for historians about how Freemasonry unfolded in 
Kentucky in its first half-century. 

Norwood’s book was written the year Lexington Lodge No. 1 celebrated its 125th anniversary. Enough 
was written in the book to consider it a history of Freemasonry in Kentucky, however, its focus was 
clearly on Lexington Lodge No.1, and its early leaders and Masters.  

Guthrie’s work was a significant contribution. His personable style of writing provided a comprehensive 
look at the 47 years since Coleman’s, 1933 Masonry in the Bluegrass, and reflected the approach used in 
writing histories about Freemasonry in other jurisdictions in America at the time. 

All three books constructively contribute to historiography of Freemasonry in Kentucky. Supplementing 
those formal works, we find Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky: 1800-1814, published in 1884 
(and possibly again in 1909) by the Masonic Home Journal, H.B. Grant’s, Doings of the Grand Lodge of 
Kentucky: 1800-1900, published in 1900, and History of Freemasonry in Kentucky from 1900-1935, 
compiled by the Masonic Home Journal in 1935.  Aside from personal comments made by Grant in his 
compilation, these publications are mostly a reprinting of Proceedings from Annual Communications of 
the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, including in some cases, extended biographies of Past Grand Masters and 
more detailed information about the Masonic Homes of Kentucky. 
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Coleman’s 1933 book is often considered by historians more engaging than the other works listed in this 
review because he was a prolific local historian with several writings already to his credit and he knew 
how to tell a story without bogging it down with broad details that could be found elsewhere. Coleman, a 
member of Lexington Lodge No. 1, never promoted himself as a Masonic scholar and approached 
Freemasonry and its history in Kentucky until 1933 as a subject of interest to all, not just members of the 
fraternity.   

Coleman documents bits and pieces of some important, often neglected, facts in the long history of 
Kentucky Masonry that help historians today see other aspects of what was going on inside the fraternity 
at the time in relationship to societal evolution. His observations and commentary reflect a typical 
representation of men of the times who were Masons and wrote about the fraternity, but he was able to 
keep his perspective and subtly connect changes in society and their effect on the ongoing development of 
Freemasonry.   

Masonry in the Bluegrass offers a series of backstories and sidebars about events and happenings not 
found in previous or later works. For example, in early 1898, at the outbreak of the Spanish-American 
War, a petition to the Kentucky Grand Lodge was received from a body of Masons stationed at Camp 
Bradley in Woodland Park in Lexington who were members of the 1st Kentucky Infantry U.S. 
Volunteers. At a joint meeting of Lexington Lodge No. 1, Devotion Lodge No. 160, and the Grand Lodge 
of Kentucky, the petition was presented. On the collective opinion that a new lodge was “both desirable 
and necessary,” the Kentucky Army Lodge No. 1 U.D. was authorized by the Grand Lodge. There were 
18 members. When the war was over, the lodge was mustered out of military service in Louisville where 
the last two meetings of this lodge were held in 1899, and thus passed out of existence. That was the last 
time two lodges in Kentucky were designated the same number.  

Masonry in the Bluegrass has long been out of print, but sections have been used for the past 87 years in 
telling the story of how Freemasonry not only came to Kentucky but how it unfolded in its first 145 years. 
Originals can be found in used and antique bookstores across the nation, and the work can be found in 
many of the special collections departments of university libraries along with the libraries of the Grand 
Lodge of Kentucky, William O. Ware Lodge of Research Library, and the Lyle Van Outer Masonic 
Library at Lexington Lodge No. 1.  Masonry in the Bluegrass is also available in “print on demand” 
versions from various online book sellers.   

ABOUT J. WINSTON COLEMAN 

J. Winston Coleman, Jr. (1898-1983), was a native of Lexington, Ky. He 
received degrees in mechanical engineering from the University of 
Kentucky (Lexington, Ky.) and was president of the general contracting firm 
of Coleman & Davis, Inc. In the 1930s his interest turned toward Kentucky 
history. His first book, MASONRY IN THE BLUEGRASS, was published in 
1933. In 1936 Coleman retired to Winburn, his Lexington farm, in order to 
devote time to historic research and writing. He wrote more than a dozen 
books and pamphlets, including Stagecoach Days in The Bluegrass (1935), 
Slavery Times in Kentucky (1940), A Bibliography Of Kentucky History 
(1940), Lexington During The Civil War (1968), and Historic Kentucky (1967). 
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His books, articles, and materials on the lives of Kentuckians, was one of the largest in private hands in 
Kentucky. His Kentucky library features more than 3,500 books and pamphlets, many of which 
are rare and valuable items. 
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