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1. What influenced you to seek membership in Freemasonry? 

 

My father-in-law has been a Master Mason for over 50 years.  Seeing the life he 

has led, and how he presents himself, made me think that Freemasonry was 

the right thing for me to do.  I would be lying if I didnõt say I was trying to 

impress him.  

 

2. How would you assess the current state of Freemasonry? 

 

Improving, but it has a long way to go. 

 

3. Does your Lodge have a physical library?  If it does, how is it utilized?  If it does not, 

do you think one would be useful? 

 

Yes.  We are in the process of expanding it now.  It is tucked away in the 

corner of the Lodge and gets very little use.  By moving it next to the entrance, 

we are hoping that others take an interest in our many books, many of which 

were generously donated by a Brother.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4. Do you regularly access any Masonic writings and research available on the 

internet?  If so, which sites do you find most useful? 

 

Right now, no.  I am very busy with family and work.  I always enjoy reading 

Chris Hodappõs website. 

 

5. Among the various periodicals and journals dedicated to Freemasonry (The Journal 

of the Masonic Society, Fraternal Review, Philalethes, The Scottish Rite Journal, 

The Short Talk Bulletin, The Plumbline, etc.), which do you enjoy most?  Why? 

 

I do not currently receive any journals. 

 

6. What book, or books, written before the year 2000, have influenced your Masonic 

journey, and how has that influence been made manifest? 

 

I havenõt read any books published before 2000. 

 

7. What book, or books, written in or after the year 2000, have influenced your Masonic 

journey, and how has that influence been made manifest? 

 

Michael Halleranõs The Better Angels of Our Nature is one of my favorites.  I 

have read all of John Bizzackõs books.  I especially like the one about the 

history of Masonry in Kentucky [How and Why Freemasonry Came to 

Kentucky]. 

 

 

8. What book or books would you recommend to a new Mason?  

 

Anything by Bizzack, Halleran, or Thomas Jackson. 

 

 

9. With which Masonic author, of any era, would you like to have a one-on-one 

conversation?  Why? 

 

Michael Halleran.  I have actually already done this.  We had a two-hour 

conversation while riding to the airport.  I love Civil War history! 



 

 

 

10. What would you say to men who are interested in becoming a Freemason? 

 

Being an instructor, I would tell them to think long and hard about it.  It is a 

commitment, and if you are not willing to commit the time needed, donõt do it.  

I have taught many a Brother who received his Master Mason Degree, only to 

disappear afterward. 
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1. What influenced you to seek membership in Freemasonry? 

 

I was active as a DeMolay advisor, so I was around a lot of Masons.  My oldest 

son was planning on petitioning, and I decided it was time for me to petition as 

well.  

 

2. How would you assess the current state of Freemasonry? 

 

Freemasonry needs to get back to its roots, and that will start with education.  

Too many Masons do not have even a basic understanding of the symbols and 

their meanings, etc.  We need to take a hard look at ourselves and ask, òWhy 

are we doing this?ó 

 

3. Does your Lodge have a physical library?  If it does, how is it utilized?  If it does not, 

do you think one would be useful? 

 

Yes, currently it is in a small, locked room (unlocked during meetings, 

sometimes), and therefore underutilized.  It will be moving very soon to a more 

active area of the building, and kept open and unlocked (except for rare 

editions).  We hope more members will make use of the library because of the 

increased visibility and availability. 

 



 

 

4. Do you regularly access any Masonic writings and research available on the 

internet?  If so, which sites do you find most useful? 

 

Regularly, no.  I am so far behind in my Masonic reading (books), but if I do 

come across a good article online, Iõll read it. 

 

5. Among the various periodicals and journals dedicated to Freemasonry (The Journal 

of the Masonic Society, Fraternal Review, Philalethes, The Scottish Rite Journal, 

The Short Talk Bulletin, The Plumbline, etc.), which do you enjoy most?  Why? 

 

òThe Journal of the Masonic Societyó is the only Masonic periodical to which I 

subscribe (being a member of TMS). 

 

6. What book, or books, written before the year 2000, have influenced your Masonic 

journey, and how has that influence been made manifest? 

 

Most of my personal Masonic book collection has been written since 2000, 

however, one that I really like is The Meaning of Masonry, by W. L. Wilmshurst.  

It provided a deeper explanation of the symbols to which I was exposed during 

my journey.   

 

7. What book, or books, written in or after the year 2000, have influenced your Masonic 

journey, and how has that influence been made manifest? 

 

Observing the Craft, by Andrew Hammer, takes a òpuristó perspective of 

Freemasonry; that the Craft is a good thing that must not be watered down to 

accommodate change for the sake of change. 

 

Island Freemasonry, by John Bizzack, presents the idea that a lodge can be its 

own island of Freemasonry practiced as it should be, regardless of other 

lodges or even the Grand Lodge. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

8. What book or books would you recommend to a new Mason?  

 

For a new Entered Apprentice, Freemasons for Dummies, by Chris Hodapp.   

(Iõm sure The Complete Idiotôs Guide to Freemasonry, by Brent Morris, is also 

good.  I just havenõt read it, personally.) 

 

For a new Master Mason, The Meaning of Masonry, by W. L. Wilmshurst. 

 

 

9. With which Masonic author, of any era, would you like to have a one-on-one 

conversation?  Why? 

 

I canõt say that Iõve read enough to answer that question. 

 

10. What would you say to men who are interested in becoming a Freemason? 

 

My first question is, òWhy are you wanting to join Freemasonry?ó  Then I 

listen.  They may not be able to express exactly why, but the kernels should be 

there ð the need for something more in life, self-improvement, etc., that would 

indicate the interested man is seeking what Freemasonry can offer. 
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1. What influenced you to seek membership in Freemasonry? 

 

Talking to a Mason who has been in the Fraternity for several decades.  There 

was something absent in my life in regard to focusing on self-development as 

a whole.  In talking to my friend/Brother, I felt Freemasonry could fill that 

absence. 

 

2. How would you assess the current state of Freemasonry? 

 

There is disarray as far as delivering on the promise of Freemasonry.  I have 

detected a fledgling desire by some lodges to start delivering structured 

education in their lodges.  However, only time will tell if they will follow 

through. 

 

I believe too many lodges place emphasis on the number of members they 

have, instead of the quality of their members. 

 

Obviously, there is a downward trend in the number of members in the 

Fraternity.  This is not necessarily a bad trend, as those who are Masons in 

name and heart will facilitate the survival of Freemasonry. 

 



 

 

3. Does your Lodge have a physical library?  If it does, how is it utilized?  If it does not, 

do you think one would be useful? 

 

Yes.  It is open to anyone to self-serve the collection.  It is truly an honor 

system, where tracking the collection is lacking. 

 

My personal library is more extensive than the lodge library.  I find this to be 

the case with most Brother with whom I talk. 

 

 

4. Do you regularly access any Masonic writings and research available on the 

internet?  If so, which sites do you find most useful? 

 

I do regularly access Masonic writings.  This typically is a result of trying to 

shed more light on Masonic information that is new to me. 

 

I access any site where I can find what Iõm researching. 

 

I find that I gravitate towards, òThe Craftsman.ó 

 

5. Among the various periodicals and journals dedicated to Freemasonry (The Journal 

of the Masonic Society, Fraternal Review, Philalethes, The Scottish Rite Journal, 

The Short Talk Bulletin, The Plumbline, etc.), which do you enjoy most?  Why? 

 

òThe Masonic Home Journal.ó  It is delivered without having to explore other 

journal publications. 

 

 

6. What book, or books, written in or after the year 2000, have influenced your Masonic 

journey, and how has that influence been made manifest? 

 

Island Freemasonry and Sins of Our Masonic Fathers [both by John W. 

Bizzack].  These two books have influenced me most by educating me as to 

what we should be as a Fraternity, and how we have in the past been our own 

worst enemy. 



 

 

 

 

7. What book or books would you recommend to a new Mason?  

 

Freemasons for Dummies [Chris Hodapp] and The Complete Idiotôs Guide to 

Freemasonry [Brent Morris]. 

 

 

8. With which Masonic author, of any era, would you like to have a one-on-one 

conversation?  Why? 

 

Manly P. Hall.  His insight into the Fraternity was uncanny for an individual 

who did not become a Mason for nearly 40 years after writing his early books 

about the Craft. 

 

9. What would you say to men who are interested in becoming a Freemason? 

 

If you have the desire to engage a never-ending pursuit of knowledge to help 

you improve physically, mentally and spiritually, then Freemasonry is for you.  

If not, consider what you are actually trying to achieve, and pursue that. 
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1. What influenced you to seek membership in Freemasonry? 

 

My grandfather was a Mason.  He was my hero. 

 

2. How would you assess the current state of Freemasonry? 

 

Too many, for too long, know too little about Freemasonry.  They have worked 

themselves into all levels of Freemasonry.  We are at a crossroad. 

 

3. Does your Lodge have a physical library?  If it does, how is it utilized?  If it does not, 

do you think one would be useful? 

 

A small one.  It has books in a òlibrary roomó and allows members to read 

them as they wish. 

 

 

4. Do you regularly access any Masonic writings and research available on the 

internet?  If so, which sites do you find most useful? 

 

Yes, too many to list. 

 

 



 

 

5. Among the various periodicals and journals dedicated to Freemasonry (The Journal 

of the Masonic Society, Fraternal Review, Philalethes, The Scottish Rite Journal, 

The Short Talk Bulletin, The Plumbline, etc.), which do you enjoy most?  Why? 

 

Truly, I love going on the internet and going through such publications from 

the early 1900s. 

 

6. What book, or books, written before the year 2000, have influenced your Masonic 

journey, and how has that influence been made manifest? 

 

The Craft and Its Symbols, by Allen E. Roberts.  The Newly Made Mason by H. 

L. Haywood, and most Masonic encyclopedias. 

 

7. What book, or books, written in or after the year 2000, have influenced your Masonic 

journey, and how has that influence been made manifest? 

 

Most every single one that I have read. 

 

 

8. What book or books would you recommend to a new Mason?  

 

It depends on their area of interest.  The first would be the Bible, and then their 

Grand Lodge law book, and/or handbook/monitor. 

 

 

9. With which Masonic author, of any era, would you like to have a one-on-one 

conversation?  Why? 

 

Manly P. Hall.  I would like to talk about how he could write a book like The 

Secret Teachings of All Ages at 21. 

 

 

10. What would you say to men who are interested in becoming a Freemason? 

 

Feel and follow your feelings. 
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1. What influenced you to seek membership in Freemasonry? 

 

My father was a Mason, as were all his friends and business associates.  I 

noticed a special relationship between them, and I wanted to be part of that. 

 

2. How would you assess the current state of Freemasonry? 

 

Masonry is in a tailspin because we have abandoned the basic essence of 

what Freemasonry is.  We have focused on big numbers, charity and social 

events, and by-passed the core responsibilities of teaching Freemasonry in the 

Lodges and helping men improve themselves. 

 

3. Does your Lodge have a physical library?  If it does, how is it utilized?  If it does not, 

do you think one would be useful? 

 

No.  One would be useful if we had the resources for such a facility/  We do 

share our personal books with each other, and offer recommendations for 

reading to newer members. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

4. Do you regularly access any Masonic writings and research available on the 

internet?  If so, which sites do you find most useful? 

 

Very little. 

 

5. Among the various periodicals and journals dedicated to Freemasonry (The Journal 

of the Masonic Society, Fraternal Review, Philalethes, The Scottish Rite Journal, 

The Short Talk Bulletin, The Plumbline, etc.), which do you enjoy most?  Why? 

 

òThe Journal of The Masonic Society,ó òRocky Mountain Mason,ó Philalethes 

journal [òThe Journal of Masonic Research & Lettersó], òThe Northern Light.ó 

 

6. What book, or books, written before the year 2000, have influenced your Masonic 

journey, and how has that influence been made manifest? 

 

Carl Claudyõs, Introduction to Freemasonry.  Dwight Smithõs pamphlet, Whither 

Are We Traveling? 

 

7. What book, or books, written in or after the year 2000, have influenced your Masonic 

journey, and how has that influence been made manifest? 

 

The Complete Idiotôs Guide to Freemasonry [Brent Morris], Revolutionary 

Brotherhood [Steven C. Bullock], American Freemasons [Mark Tabbert].   

 

 

8. What book or books would you recommend to a new Mason?  

 

The Complete Idiotôs Guide to Freemasonry [Brent Morris], Introduction to 

Freemasonry, [Carl Claudy], The Craft and Its Symbols [Allen E. Roberts].    

 

9. With which Masonic author, of any era, would you like to have a one-on-one 

conversation?  Why? 

 

William Preston, to better understand the origins and structure of our rituals. 

 


